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INTRODUCTION

elcome to GodMen. What you hold in your hands is a template for what
we believe will be a movement; a movement to re energize the warrior

spirit that all men possess. As Christians, for too long we have been taught that
much of what makes up a man is intrinsically suspect. Aggressiveness,
competitiveness and the natural desire to lead has become passivity and
meekness.

Jesus said the meek wil/l inherit the
because the strong conquered it for them. Ecclesiases teaches us that there is a
time for every purpose under heaven. Jesus was meek when it was time, but he
also took a whip to people when that time was necessary. GodMen wants to help
bring men back to church. Not to turn over its tables but instead to i nfuse it with
the Godly elements that men alone can bring.

Men and women are different and we honor both genders equally, but not

at the expense of our own uniqueness. We believe we have an obligation like

e a

tribes of old to bringshuthecteaghthemtge waysof i nt o

the tribe and to honor the women and our tribe by protecting, loving and
defending them in the way God intends.
As you read this manual you will notice that we have created a template to begin
guiding you in the tribal journ ey that will develop your spirit, mind and body to
conform to the lordship of Christ. Itis a long and arduous journey and there is no
set time limit. We treat you like a man; you get as much advancement as you are
willing to put into it.

One theme that is essential for this journey is that you will never walk it
al one. Not only do you need brothers wal
without them, just as they need you. We have also decided that one of the reasons
men sometimes struggle with their fait h is because men are very goal oriented, in

ot her words we are inspired by seeing ou
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happen. This is why we have not developed a fitin-the-blanks form of

curriculum.

l nstead we have created a ptrsgobmcoentae

that become part of a daily lifestyle. As moments of courage are completed you
get to check them off and move on. When all seven moments are completed in all
four categories, you have earned the equivalent of a yellow belt. We have used the
martial arts ranking system to encourage you to achieve tangible growth on your

journey. You will receive new manuals with new concepts for each belt rank

youdre going after. The ultimate goal i s
Finally you wil!/ h e aarn.uws Bye fdeerf itna tyi muwr

i s pdisanwho guards, protects or preserveso.

who you wil!/l meet with on a weekl|ly basis.

where you will build a bond of trust in order to know there is someon e watching

your back and praying for you, specificall

preserveo your faith, family, culture and

detail later. Remember when you ask a man to be your guardian and he accepts,
this makes youhis guardian as well. Both of you are equally obligated to share

e ach oburbHeesandsvatche ac h obadk.er 6 s

Both of you are equally honored and equally strong. No matter what type of
personality you have as a man, you are welcome in our trice. We are all warriors,
some in the front lines of physical battle, and some in the war of intellect and
philosophy. We are all necessary and uniquely created to help the tribe function
in order to build up the body of Christ.

GodMen is a work in progress. It will always evolve and grow to the unique
and changing needs of men in society.

Please be patient as we finetune this program and feel free to give us your
feedback.

Prepare to engage in a real, open and authentic spiritual experience that
we pray will help change the way the church impacts men in the United States.
Not to fill up GodMen gatherings, but instead inspire men to go back and fill up
their church with other likeminded men. Your journey starts now. Hang on for
the ride! Thiséis GodMen!
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GodMeni Wisdom for Warriors
For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the
rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world
and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms.
Therefore put on the full armo r of God, so that when the day of evil
comes, you may be able to stand your ground, and after you have
done everything, to stand.

Ephesians 6:12 -13

GodMen is not a religion; ités not a fg
spiritual training. Itis a reminder that we are in a battle daily as Christian men to
honor God by our disciplined commitment to Him.

We admit that we can do nothing apart f
that the responsibility of knowing God at the deepest levels is in direct pr oportion
to what we are willing to give to Him. GodMen takes personal responsibility for
our own actions and behavior and humbly commit ourselves to our tribe of
brothers to walk alongside us.

No matter how long our spiritual journey as Christ followers ha s taken us,
whether we were raised in the church, are neophyte Christians, or are still
exploring the possibility of Jesus as the only God/man, we are men in community
seeking the best for each other by desiring to be the best we can be as followers.
When we speak of GodMen as our tribe, it is actually a metaphor for the body of
Christ. Our tribe is our family which we inherited when we accepted Christ as our
salvation and as the head of our faith. Gag
brothers in arms dedicating themselves to Christ first and in so doing committing
themselves to each other as defenders and Christian sojourners, determined to

walk alongside fellow tribesman until their life journeys are complete.

© Copyright 20072011 GodMen, Inc. Pagelb
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GodMen has some basic core beliefs that weonsider daily in our Christ -
walk and that we use as reminders to keep us focused, this Tribal Handbook is
built on the 7 foundational principles we believe are necessary to form a
powerful, effective Tribe.

This is what GodMen is trying to leave you with. |l t 6s easy

Christian: you know, believe Jesus was God, that He died and rose again for your

to bec

sins, and follow Him and youdr ebecomeaour t

Christian;deiaChlristianhar d t o

r

You receive as much maturityin 'y our Chri stian journey

give. Your competence as a soldier and defender is created by the numerous
battles youodll face throughout your
humans grow more from pain than pleasure. Experience in the hard things, such
as pain, suffering, discomfort, forces you to grow, change, adapt, and mature.
This is the cost, but also the rich benefit, of being a warrior in the tribe. Are you
man enough?

© Copyright 20072011 GodMen, Inc.
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TRIBAL TENET- 1

Nothing matters but God.

t its core, life is simple. Everything you do and everything you are makes

no difference until you answer one question. THE question. The only

guestion that matter s: fi 1 Mot onhhigthie a
the oldest question in human history, but al so the simplest to negotiate for one
reason: There are only two possible answers and you can only choose one. But
your one choice creates the entire foundation for all of your life.

gold?

| f you choose, Ano God, 06 then |ife beclom

believe |l eaves you with the conclusion
is ... is all there is. We are just a composite of molecules made up of different
chemicals and, over ti me and chance,
accident and,ast he f amous at hei st Richard Dawki
mind. 0 We evolved by accident on an ac
right atmosphere and chemical composites to accidently provide a laboratory for

our accidental existence. How elsecould you explain a creation without a creator,

apart from being an accident?

The universe is a vast, dark, foreboding place of untold billions of miles of
emptiness. The only reason we can even know this is because we are hede
accidently. Nothing else in the universe is contemplating us. The stars, sun,
planets, moons, and galaxies go on and on without even knowing they exist. They

wi || eventually bur n out and cease to

t hat

i hyma

ns S

cider

b

1%

difference to the system. Why? Because the systemis6t her e for a purjpo

iIsd by accident. To put it simply, life is totally and absolutely meaningless.

The good news to all of this bleakness? There are no rules. Do whatever

you want, whenever you want, just,budabnot

© Copyright 20072011 GodMen, Inc. Pagel7
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of these are simply manébés desperate attert
alive.

Darwinism is a belief system whose only purpose is survival. We eat, we
drink, we reproduce, we work, live in homes, and care for ourselves. Why? For
survival of the species. To not die. We even go to war with the goal that someone

el se dies, so we wonot !

Yet after all of this futility, one t hi

We fear death and do everything in our power to ward it off, but we lose every

time! So why should we fear death? If it is inevitable, why should we care? In

ot her words why do we place so much Ameani

meaning? To foll ow out the Darwinist thought,
consciousness, bu our molecules then simply disperse back into the universe to
be reconstructed i nto somet hing el se, SO
evolution.
So, if death really is an illusion and we are always going to survive in some
form, then why do we fear this destiny? Why do we cry and feel heartache for lost
|l oved ones? Why do we care about l i fe whe
wor ds, why ddd rhdots e a twhhei sdtosn 6 © livdbteel wag they i n G
believe?
Atheists go to museums to admire art, yet art has no redeeming value
when it comes to survival. They like music, but music is a waste of time when
they could be gathering food. They | ove t
wife since having progeny is the only way to keep the species intat. Atheists want
to leave a legacy to those who come after
for altruism (unselfish concern for other s
to do anything, for anybody, but them. Why should they care for the next
generation? It does them no good now, and why should they care, if humans even
become extinct? Why should any of this mat
There are plenty of other species just as valuable as we are that are going
to do just fine. Since atheists believe humans are the cause of all misery on earth,

why donét we do the earth a favor and just

© Copyright 20072011 GodMen, Inc. Pagel|8
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gift to allow evolution to weed us out, so the cockroaches and manatees can rule
the earth?
That is one side oft he proverbial coin. Now her e
original question. There is another conclusion to consider. It is the answer that
most humans from recorded history have chosen. Yes, there is, in fact, a God. But
if that is true, then Who is this Creator and has He left us any information about
Himself, so we can know the rules?

The answer again is yes.

Al n the beginning God created the heavens
formless and empty, darkness was over the surface of the deep, and the Spirit of
God was hovering over t heGenedsd:t3m. And God

God spent the next six days creating out of purpose and intention. When He was

done . ..

fiGod saw all t hat he had onGemkss1:3hand it was

He has spoken tous about Himself in three ways. The first way is through
His created order. The fact that we live and breathe and have our being (the true
consciousness referred to earlier) as well as the ordered universe allows us to see

His handiwork.

The second way we know of Him is through His Son.
Al n the beginning was the Word, and the Wo
was God. He was with God in the beginning. Through him all things were
made; without him nothing was made that has been made. In him was life, and
that | ife was tdlehnllil-g4 ht of men. o
"For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son,that whoever
believes in him shal/l nodJomeadd sh but have

© Copyright 20072011 GodMen, Inc. Pagel9
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And the third way we know of Him is through His revelation.

=]

Al liptu®is God-br e at h éd Timothy 3:16a fi

AAbove all, you must wunderstand that
the prophet's own interpretation. For prophecy never had its origin in the will of
man, but men spoke from God as theywerecarried al ong by t hoe
2 Peter 1:20-21

The only holy book that has provento be historically, geographically,
scientifically, prophetically, and rationally consistent and accurate to the way the
world works is the Holy Bible.

Itis for this reason that GodMen has committed their lives to the Author
of this book, God the Father, and His revealed, tangible Son, Jesus Christ, Who is
the original and only true God -Man. We are told to emulate Him and become like
Him. Thus, the name of our tribe d GodMen.

We, as GodMen, will spend the rest of our lives seeking Him, learning

about Him, and most importantly, finding out what He desires of us. If the

answer to |ifeds question is that God is i

we answer to Him. Suddenly, who we are as men, husbands, fathers, workers,
neighbors, friends, and family members are given parameters and expectations
that, if we choose to pursue, will then and only then, find our meaning and
purpose in life. Only with the God of the Universe can life be placed in
perspective and we can know why we exist.

The Westminster Catechism made our purpose succinct and focuse@ to

love God and enjoy Him forever. Thus is the purpose of our first directive.

TRIBAL TENET- 1
Nothing matters but God.

© Copyright 20072011 GodMen, Inc.
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TRIBAL TENET- 2

We are obligated to defend our
faith, family, culture, and character.

esus is far more powerful and rugged than most of us have been led todbibieve
NnGentle Jesus, Meek and Mild. o6 Author a
far mae powerful than many sermons and most Sunday school pictures describe Him. G
of the under eported reasons why men walk away f
trust Jesus, because we donoét r e adndugh stiemgth s t
to save us from our problems. 6 This isnodt
well-crafted lie of the enemy!
GodMen recognizes that men are inspired, driven, and motivated differently than womg
As men, we expressur faith differently as well. This is summarized in the following principles:
1) Men need to fight battles that are larger than themselves and their own interests.
2) Men need weapons.
3) Men need to be trained in how to use therr weapons. Men neechulate the real
Jesus of the Bible.

4) Men need to be given permission to s

Based on this premise, we established four main areas that we believe God purposed
to courageously defend throughout ithiges as GodMen.

But before we go any farther, we need to establish who our enemy is, because it is
very easy to think it is people who stand against our faith or take actions against us. That

is yet another misperception.

© Copyright 20072011 GodMen, Inc. Pagelll
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Be alert and of sober mindkour enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring lion
looking for someone to devour. Resist him, standing firm in the faith, because you know
that the family of believers throughout the world is undergoing the same kind of
sufferingsd 1 Peter 5:89

This Scripture spells out who our real enen®y $atan. He is seeking to devour
our lives like a prowing lion. How do we win? We fight with our faith and our family of

brothers!

Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power. Put on the full arm@uoaf, so
that you can take your stand against the
flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this
dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the hedyweealms.d0 Ephesians
6:10-13

Our struggle is not against people, but the enemy of God. That said, Satan uses
people and that wil require defense on our part, but we must maintain the proper

perspective that God loves people and wants to use us irviieito save them.

The great dragon was hurled do@vthat ancient serpent called the devil, or Satan, who

leads the whole world astray. He was hurled to the earth, and his angels with him. Then |
heard a | oud voice in he atiosandthegpygweandithbo w h a
kingdom of our God, and the authority of his Mess@lf.or the accuser of our brothers

and sisters, who accuses them before our God day and haghbheen hurled down. They
triumphed over him by the blood of the Laaral by the word of their testimongthey

did not love their lives so much as to shrink frdeath.d Revelation 12:911

There was a great battle in Heaven when Satan attempted mutiny. God won. Now,
Satan accuses us 24/7 to God, telling Him
interesting how much of the attacks placed on Christiansathgists, evolutionists, and

other detractors are simply accusation? Why is Christianity accused and outlawed in so

© Copyright 20072011 GodMen, Inc. Pagell2
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many countries as a threat? Here we see the real source and, yet again, thahate are

struggling against flesh and blood.

Our first defense is our faith. Once you become a believer, you have joined our tribe
and thus are obligated to defend it. Not just for our sake, but for yours and that of your family.

Jesus was once told that his mother and brothers were outside trying to reakte him.

then said, AWho is my mother? Who are my
disciples and said, AHere 1is my mother an
heaven, they are my brotherbp) sister and mo

Jess said that felow believers are your new family and should be treated as such. T
includes the annoying grandmother and the weird uncle. Sure there are oddbals in our tribe,
every group has its oddballs. &ub tiheeBody wfeCéirist i t
is that it should be a place for people who are hurting and sick. And the tough thing about be
the Body of Christ is that itos full of hu

Once you become a follower of Jesus, yopritsis reconnected to the One who made
you. Not only do you have forgiveness of sins and a promise of eternal life in the presence
your heavenly Father, but you have also been promised an internal Guide, the Holy Spirt,

help train yovace, tregeal hreaa of sirGio godr lfe, and steer you into ways tg

begin training your body and mind toward G

The second area of defense is your familAs husbands and fathers, brothers and sons,
we are ao entrusted with a specific intimate family that is our charge.

Our wife comes first, sihce God created male and female with the understanding t
each of us has a unique half that the oth
Aone ftdradlysds wal as spiritually.

That is why God hates divorce so much, as it is a ripping away of a single organism t}

leaves us with two damaged and broken hales. You commit your life to your wife at the

marriage ceremony and this oath, before @odiin front of witnesses, is intended to be forever.
We know that some of you are already divorced and there are times when it is justifig
Wherever you ar e, whatever your circumstan

If God is wiling to forgive sin, then who are we to deny the same grace? But even after divorg

© Copyright 20072011 GodMen, Inc. Pagell3
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it can be reconcied! We know of men who, after divorce, purposed in their heart, through

prayer, counseling, and determination andmeeried their former wife and found flifient and
new life. Restoring the original covenant would be the ultmate option and witness to the wor
Our God is a God of miracles and what an awesome way to show that!

For the unmarried men, your famiy wil consist of parents, siblngs, relatms,even
people that you consider to be like blood, such as best friends and mentors.

Most of us would die for any member of our famiy in a heartbeat, so this is an obviot
area we know we must defend. And we can so clearly see the famiy is under atiadk in

this culture, so defense is necessary and crucial to surviving and thriving.

The third area of defense is our cultur® the social ecesystem in which we live.

Christians Ive in a land that was given to them. There are times that land isedcbypi
evil forces that want to destroy Christians and their beliefs. Communist China, North Kore
many parts of Indonesia and Africa are flled with communist tyrants and militant Muslims thd

kil, imprison, and torment believers. We have all heard ehsihings, but it is high time as

GodMen that we fully grasp the implications that this is our TRIBE that is under attack

regardless of the country we I|ive in. The
wants to use us! In America, we were givetaiad founded by Christians and/or Jud@bristian

moral standards. Our founding fathers guaranteed us the right to free expression of religion
speech. Many have fought and died that | might sit here even now, typing these words with

the hint of anxty that someone may break down my door and drag me to prison for my faith.

Jesus Himself spoke of the church as His body. That is the institution that God set into

place in order to buid His kingdom. We are expected to defend the church as a lifeime to

comrades in arms. We have no right to condemn the church that God Himself ordained. T

does not mean, though, that the church is without flaws and it can get some things serio
messed up. Why? Because the church is made up of sinful, backbdigmental, hypocritical,
selffr i ght eous, arrogant , pharisaical, l egal i g
so am 1.

The point i's that God doesnodt have a
kingdom. But He makes it work. Th@odMen tribe, made up of Christian men, is commissioned

to defend the land that we have been given from enemies of the ways of Jehovah.

© Copyright 20072011 GodMen, Inc. Pagel|l4
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It is crucial that we stand up for the rights given to us in the constitution of the Unite
States. We love our coumtr, and rightly so, but we donbod
Lord. Consequently, as we examine courageous challenges toward the institution of our belo
country, we need to clean our own house first. The more we properly defend our church,

more we wil see clearly how to defend our country.

We now come to the final stage of the four defenséscharacter. This is the most
personal and often the most difiéuldealing with the conquering of bad habits, dysfunctions,
addictions, and hidden area$ @ur personal lives that need to be brought under the lordship o
Christ. Youbve probably heard the old sayi
Even though that i's so true, you <canotp. ch
This is why a tribe of brothers can be so crucial to our personal growth.

One study revealed that the typical man, overy@&rsold, has less than one genuine
friendd not even one person with whom he can share his concerns. If there is one indispens
fact for any man on a serious journey to mature Christianity, it is the fact that you cannot dd
alone. We isolate ourselves, believing it proves we are strong, when in fact it simply causes uj
fight alone. And those that fight alone eventually ldses for that reason that to be a powerful
member of the tribe you have to find a man to journey with you, a man that you meet with orj

regular basis and begin a friendship of intimacy and trust that allows your most vulnerable 3

hidden self to be shad. Sharing your burden with another who promises to shoulder the weigit

with you.

't 6s essential t hat GodMen come togeth
cover these burdens with prayer, teach one another about the chalenges to maaaodlinity
remnd one another about Jesusd tough and
following Jesus makes you different, and different people get picked on. They swim upstred
are destined to struggle with conficting feelings, and ofieel ke they have no spiritual
homeland. Like Jesus and his early folowers, GodMen confront what deserves to
confronted such as injustice and religious traditiérnthat care more about the minutiae of
religious life than the larger matters of God &tvhlesus described as straining at gnats but
swallowing entire camels). Their wise choices, powerful decisions, and commitment 1

righteousness wil be their defense and their good labor wil be more fruitful when they stq
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going into battle alone and lether men help them. A true man of character wil always have
other men in his life that are helping him and he is helping. Soldiers learn to fight in battalior

not as lone rangers. As men of God, we are no different.

TRIBAL TENET 2-

We are obligated to defend our
faith, family, culture, and character.

© Copyright 20072011 GodMen, Inc. Pagell6
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TRIBAL TENET- 3

Each manos wal k
will be given equal respect.

ince sin entered the world, pride has been a major issue for us as men. We work
hard to find signifience and importance on our own, outside of God. But, as ff

t hat 6s not enough, we also want t o

especially other guys. We say and do a 1lo

badder than the next guy, pesially more than the ones who intimidate us! So, al too
often, our pride drives us to work hard to feel secure around the men who intimidate us,
and also work hard to fAstay aboved thos
exi stence |danedonsare lewl al

Although accepting Christ gives us the only solution for pride, unfortunately it
doesnodt magically take the issue away.
oddly enough, our faith can often just give us new ways to ghade. We can now
apply our arrogance and conceit in spiri

canot believe he didnot know such a simp

with that sin. o0 ACould ypuayerli gveupgheyT Tl
have coined for this Dbehavior I s: Aholier

The serious problem with these attitudes, that are so prevalent among evangelicals
today, is that they are opposite of the Clikst vitues we are to develop and display.
We display judgment, when God wants to give grace. We are condescending, when God
desires to gve encouragement. We exude pride, when God requires we show humility.
Therebdbs another saying though, t hat h

level atthef oot of the cross. o That simply means

regardless of how much we know or donoét

predicament with our fAstuff. o6 Listen to

© Copyright 20072011 GodMen, Inc. Pagell7
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ALL OF US have become like one who islegue, and ALL our righteous acts are like
filthy rags; we ALL shrivel up like a leaf, and like the wind our sins sweep US away.
Isaiah 64:6 (NIV)

What shall WE conclude then? Are WE any better? Not at alll We have already made the
charge that Jews and Geles alike are ALL under sin. As it is written: "There is NO

ONE righteous, not even one; there is NO ONE who understands, NO ONE who seeks
God. ALL have turned away, they have together become worthless; there is NO ONE who

does good, NOT even oné."Romans 3:912 (NIV) [All caps are for emphasis only.]

So, in this common falen state, what do we do?

ADo nothing out of selfish ambition or vai
than yourselves. Each of you should look not only to your owerests, but also to the
interests of otdhers. HAPhilippians 2: 3

I f you look around the room and put e\
the general state of your heart wil be humiity. For guys, that is not such a bad thing,
because the naturdl b u g ht we tend to have is: il bet
Al can take him any day. o0 AHeds not as sm
competitive. Just look at all the various sports that we have invented, from bals to buls,
from running to riding. Obviously some men are more competitive than others. But even
a man who says, il donodt have a competit:i

losing! This competitive nature can be used in good and healthy ways to motivate and
inspire us to great things. But it can also be used to overpower and humiliate. (Just watch
a ltte WWE to prove that one!)

Regardless of our state as men, our Christan walk should never be used to
compete with anyone. Why? We learn this quickly afeading the Gospels. Jesus had to
consistently deal with an issue with this litte band ofglo oder s known
Pharisees. 0 They were always trying to t

and on and on. They were most definitely in relestlcompetition with Him. Jesus

© Copyright 20072011 GodMen, Inc. Pagell8
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responded and called them things |ike fAvigfj
and Ahypocrites, o0 (Matt. 23:23) . But- Jesus
up honest about Who He was and what He was doinfile di dndt even com
in the wilderness! He didnoét say, AOh, y e
unt i | the enemy called it quits. So why
nothing to prove! Now, as His sons and joint heive got nothing to prove either and we

have nothing to compete for. Why? . . . Because He has already given us all we need.
That frees us up to become His ambassadors on this earth. (2 Corinthians 5:20) So you
can compete in a godly manner for that praonoat work or for that starting spot on the
softball t eam. That 6s | ust part of i fe
not hing to prove. Like the song says: ATr
the ticket in the Kingdom of Heaven.

Denominational and theological di fferen
for too long, but rather we can look for the ways we agree, so we can work toward the
common goal of reaching the world. Instead of focusing on the Scriptures we interpret
differently, we can choose to focus on the ones we agree on. Can we all agree that John
1460 Jesus is the way, the truth, and thedlifes s true? Okay, t hen,
world with that knowl edge! And the great
GodMenis all about!

Even the men who walked with Jesus daily and then went on to establish the

Church didnot have it al l toget her. I n fac

was resurrected, they had to correct each other. But they werdoablid the Church,
because they focused on how Christ was changing their ives and using each one to
impact the world. They used their differences to build a stronger team, not to divide them.
God used each of them to buid His church, just as He wanise each of us today for
the next generation.

So, to get real practical her e, conside
with the goal of spiritual gr owt h. You mee
act ke you have it all togetherebause none of us do. You can just be who God has

made you and be honest about where you are in your journey with Him. Encourage and
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pray for your brothers. We can share and correct younger brothers in grace and humility.
We can receive truth and correctifrom older believers.

Lastly, in Ephesians 5:283, Paul talks about submission between a husband and
wife, but he also talks about Christ and the church. What we learn in that passage is
bigger than marriage and church. In all situations, we are €thast or the church. In
any setting, if we are the older believer
We are to do and respond as Christ would. If, however, we are the younger believer with
someone in authority over us, we are to adt@espond in submission, as Christ would
have the church respond. This picture that Paul gives in these verses helps us know how
to deal with any and every situation life brings from a Kingdom perspective.

So, herebds a simpl e exMenp | €r i yo.u Wleer
l eading, teaching, ministering to younger
love sacrificially, unconditonally, and give your lfe up for those men. When a more
mature, godly man is leading and teaching you, you shadgond in submission and
honor him the way the church should to Jesus. You listen, you learn, you apply the truth.
This Biblical model allows for and promotes respect and honor among the brothers,
amidst the tribe. The environment is safe for each mdmetavho he is, but consistently
challenging each man to grow.

If we behave in every setting in one of the two paths we see in Ephesians 5, we
wil live out the major concepts of our faith, which are unity, loyalty, and honor for all.
That 6s howwwepewipllle dro Christ. That 6s how
tribe.

So, none of us have an edge on anyone else when it comes to God and His ways,
but because of that fact, it just proves that, as men, we desperately need each other to
Aspur one #awaowadahédr |ove and good deeds. o6 (H

but on the same team. Not against each other, but for each other.

TRIBAL TENET- 3

Each mands wal k wi th
will be given equal respect.

© Copyright 20072011 GodMen, Inc. Pagel20
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TRIBAL TENET- 4

God measures a man by wherbae
IS going, not by where he is.

odMen cef ounder Brad Stine explains this
wife asks me to go to the store to p
mad at me Dbecause | Om stoppedmywdy a r e
in the journey. o

One of the most glaring places we see this take place in American Christianity is

when a fAcelebrityo becomes a Christian. We
childo to give their tidaetther@ospeyto aldosttworldt he ho
and |l ead thousands to Christ. But then if

believer, we distance ourselves in judgment.
A great example of this tragedy was music legend Bob Dylan who experienced
this as harshly aswone has in recent history. He s@Being born again is a hard thing
... We don't like to lose those old attiudes and -hgx Conversion takes time because
you have to learn to crawl before you can walk. You have to learn to drink mik before
you caneat meat. You're reborn, but ke a baby. A baby doesn't know anything about
this world, and that's what it's like when you're reborn. You're a stranger. You have to
learn all over again."
God totally gets this. We rarely do. But, especialy as guys,ave to allow each
other grace and space to grow, to change. And true change is a very slow process, as Mr.
Dylan stated.
Al too often, we apply our own expectations to where we feel someone should
bed how they should think, how they should speak, how steyuld feel, and especialy
how they should behave. Sur e, there are tj

because we are Arighto doesnodt mean we ar

11%
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war. So many famiies have been spit apart, siyp because someone ha

Partner ships have failed because someone h
This is a particular area of weakness and struggle for us as men. Our pride

demands that we be Arighthto ocorevan | é&asve

i nside webOre wrong. Being Arighto helps ma

be that we are only as good as our | ast drji

When | canot accept where others are ¢
me, when lexpect others to conform to my desires and expectations, and when | judge
someone based solely on the evidence of a moment, what is that always really about? . . .
yep ... ME!...and who is my Christianity always supposed to NOT be about? . .. ME!

We are al guity of judging and applying our own expectations. So, what do we

do? Listen to Romans 124

ATherefore, I urge you, brot her s, in Vview
sacrifices, holy and pleasing to Gadhis is your spiritualact of worship. Do not

conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of
your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God's @ilissgood,

pleasing and perfect will. For by the grace given me | say &wyeone of you: Do not

think of yourself more highly than you ought, but rather think of yourself with sober

judgment, in accordance with the measure g

How in the world can you be a sacrifiqd
sacrifice to die? The only way for us to be lving sacrifices is to ve on the altar. This is
the same concept Jesus spoke of when He s
i snoét a cute piece of j ewel ry;refocusedsonan i

dyingt o our sel ves, t hen welviegr endét judging ho
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Now, take a look at Romans 12:3Tine Messag8ible:
Al'm speaking to you out of deep gratitud
as | have responsibilties relation to you. Living then, as every one of you does, in pure
grace, it's important that you not misinterpret yourselves as people who are bringing this
goodness to God. No, God brings it all to you. The only accurate way to understand
ourselves is byhat God is and by what he does for us, not by what we are and what we
do forNohtiinte t hat Paul says that he and al

on our ownh merit or r ®sum®, but on Goddés ¢

Brad Stine writes d-cofstdalytbleus nohte judgeeoctherso n G
iI's because we just donot have all the info

Motivational trainer l an Percy once sai
judge ourselves by our intentions. 0

One of the biggest flaws with us judging \whepeople are in their walkk with God

is that we dondét apply the same rules to o

Listen to Jesusébhioardsi nnt Mats ame Waf
you will be judged, and with the measure you use, it will be measured to you. Why do y
look at the speck of sawdust in your brother's eye and pay no attention to the plank in
your own eye? How can you say to your brother, 'Let me take the speck out of your eye,’
when all the time there is a plank in your own eye? You hypocrite, firsthak@ank out
of your own eye, and then you will see clearly to remove the speck from your brother's

eye. o0

How many times have we neglected to see what God was trying to do in our lves,
because we were too busy looking at what other people were daiag doing? What a
great distraction Satan offers us when he tempts us to judge someone. We focus on how
we believe someone else should change, rather than be focused on how God wants to

change us!
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When we judge, how much does that change the otheo pes | t doesnot.

how much do we change when we judge? We daqd
us? None.

So based on this fact GodMVenltrbelwe shogdonot wo r d S
expect our brothers to conform to our ways, but pray for anded#st each of us
conform to Goddés ways. We donodt l ook down
And while we should always respect el der
Wedbre all just men, each on our own journe

So the final question is: if we are going to be accountable among brothers in the
tribe, how do we measure each ot her, asses
that a form of judgment because we are putting expectations on each other and then
sizng up how each man is doing in their growth? The simple, straight answer Buyes.
the motive here is very different than common judgment.

When brothers have committed to each o
and we give each other permissibmd not judg® but assess each other, these are
actually grace relationships where we can say and talk about anything, being completely
vulnerable and transparent. In these relationships, we earn that right over time. We all
need hugs, but we all need afskick in the pants sometimes too. But this is aways best
from someone that we know loves us uncondtionally and we have grown to trust. Which
is exactly what your tribal brothers are for. This is a strong aspect of what GodMen is all

about.

Be completly humble and gentle; be patient, bearing with one another in love.

Ephesians 4:2

And we urge you, brothers, warn those who are idle, encourage the timid, help the weak,

be patient with everyoné&.Thessalonians 5:14

Look at these four commands that PaaVvegto us as Christian brothers. Warn,
encourage, help, and be patient. This is a great reminder to each of us as to how to love as
brothers in Christ, as we all ar epaspint 6sur

about where we are going!
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Every man has been created uniquely by God to fulfll a specific purpose. Rather
than look at the differences and judge each other, we must embrace those to work
together as a team that honors our King. In sports terms, let quarterbacks be quarterbacks
and lindackers be linebackers, knowing the team needs all positons covered and all
players to do their job for victory to happen.

Every man in the tribe is at a different level of spiritual growth and we should
come alongside all men to encourage and inspich ether to follow the King of kings
and the Lord of lords!

TRIBAL TERET- 4

God measures a man by where
he is going, not by where he is.
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TRIBAL TENET- 5

As brothers, we are committed
to being open and honest
about our struggles asve move
forward toward holiness.

n AA (Alcoholics Anonymous), members are told that their first step must be to
acknowledge that they have a probl em. S
we were powerless over alcobdhat our lves had become uttma geabl e. 0O
Interestingly, Steps Two and Three have to do with turning life and wil over to God to be
restored. That is true for us al. We must recognize sin exists and want to change the
behavior. We must agree with God that we have wronged Him. Weagnest with Him
that it is bad for us. That sense of conviction should drive us back to God, not away from

Him.

You may not be addicted to alcohol, but if you are a human, you are addicted to
disobeying God. Maybe youdr e | adgd,ioc poend t o
Regardl ess, thereds a strong chance that

considered evil by the culture, but for many, thi&cebookpage, TV, food, an unhealthy
relationship, greed, or power are just as crippling andkcane p you away fr g
best, socialy acceptable or not. In essence, to God, sin is sin. No slding scales for Him,
as we often have.

Bottom line here is, as Christian brothers inside @edMen tribe, we have a
clear end goal: to help each other looknagh ke Jesus before we die and go to be with
Him for eternity. The path to that goal is the same for us al: waling with each other,

encouraging each other, and holding each other accountable to stay the course, keep on
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track, to finish the race. Bearuggi ng at times to say, Ay ou
time getting in each otheroés face to say
brothers.

Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off
everything tlht hinders and the sin that so easily entangles. And let us run with
perseverance the race marked out for us, fixing our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and
perfecter of faith. For the joy set before him he endured the cross, scorning its shame, and
sat down atthe right hand of the throne of God. Consider him who endured such

opposition from sinners, so that you will not grow weary and lose h&&tebrews 12:13

Notice Paulotisusp burlaelts fhuesroe r un. Hel p ea
trips us up andjet on with our race. The goal of any race is t@wime Christian
experience is no different!

We all have struggles and, as Christia
Christianity 101. Herebs where we go deepe

Letdébs look @&@obnebéeofipmen amdthis tenet.

ltés easy for us as men to envision a
sits in silence with their head down, whie each one takes turns and goes around and
blames the world for their issues, the leader then condesgigndifirms everyone, and
they go home. Each dreading the next meeting.

That may make for good TV, but thatods
means you have the right to say, Al had 2
now, 0 and dVegr yboenei ezgesuayou because youbve
are bad. Or you may finaly be ready to throw up fve a r s 6of meral sewhge on a
given night. You may need to tell everyon
you just got that mrmot i on for which youbve been vyii
confess you are really doubting God, beca
i fe. T h adtthe sSodMdm eoonp i® availdble for whatever is needed to get you
right. The good, # bad, and yes, even the very ugly. One night may be 8 out of 10 guys

taking about a similar struggle in their marriage, whie another night all the focus is on
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one guyos addiction that heds ready to fpc
agendas arelf t at the door. l'tds not all about y O |
that night. You have one géabuthentic spiritual progress.

Herebés some simple ways to make sure this

160 The GodMen room is safe.

We all know that fa ma doesnot trust a room, t helr e
anything. If a guy suspects his wife is setting him up with a question, then taking and
gving an answer is avoided at all costs. If the pastor is headed his way to ask about a
volunteering opportuni , the calendar i s suddenly fullj.
being set up, we can run far away, whie standing stil, looking someone in the eye. It wil
take time to assure everyone that your GodMen room is truly safe, but every meeting that
goes by andproves to be an open and honest forum with no judgment or backlash, the

sooner you buid honor and unity.

20 The GodMen room has no hiding places.

Il tds not fair to attend a meeting wherjle
younever p | @ mowdrdre. Tha& late,tglat Christan communicator and author
Dave Busby often taught 6 -to-m&shee . dbedf iWeét n@redoft
able to see into each other, because we are open to being seen. We all know as guys if we
decide to isola , therebés no finding us. Give a guy

okay to ask him why he attends, but never opens up. Accountability has many faces.

30 The GodMen room has thick walls.

When something is shared inside a GodMen room, it shoeld isside the
GodMen room. The only thing that should be shared outside that room is to God in
prayer or to talk to the brother who shared to check on him. Tenet 6 goes deeper into this
necessary function of the Tribe.
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The goal for your GodMen room is nti have a cool meeting, a secret brother tribe, or

some clique. It is simply a vehicle to accelerate spiritual growth for men. To be men who

work daily to bring Goddéds Kingdom to earth

AMy prayer is not f othosdwhewil bali¢vein me thrdughpr ay
their message, that all of them may be one, Father, just as you are in me and | am in you.
May they also be in us so that the world may believe that you have sent me. | have given
them the glory that you gave me, ttiay may be one as we are édnéin them and you

in med so that they may be brought to complete unity. Then the world will know that you
sent me and have | oved them even as you
given me to be with me where | aand to see my glory, the glory you have given me
because you | oved me before the creation
world does not know you, | know you, and they know that you have sent me. | have made
youknown to them, and will contieuto make you known in order that the love you have

for me may be in them armdohn17:2006 | myself

TRIBAL TERET 9-

As brothers, we are committed to being open and
honest about our struggles as we move
forward toward holi ness.
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TRIBAL TENET- 6

Any personal revealing
shared with the Tribe, must
stay within the Tribe.

athered in the dark corners of every
to accumulate over time. We go about our daily lives rarely considikng
lasting effects that this seemingly insigniicant collection of ignored sin and
baggage have on our journey. It may seem lke a simple habit or disposition, but in the
eyes of God, your pie of debris is deadly. You are not alone. Every man strugigles w
his personal dirt.
Jesus Christ was sent into the world to Ive among men to give us an

ma

understanding of God on a human Il evel. Ther

that Jesus did not endure. He was tempted with power and revenge, hunpetredd
just to name some obvious ones. Listen to the writer of Hebrews Titoen Message
ver si on of Jdsisiuadergtaads £\eery eveaknidss of ours, because he was
tempted in every way that we are. But he did not sin! So whenever we are in @eed, w

should come bravely before the throne of our merciful God. There we will be treated with

undeserved kindness, and we will find hel p.

Key in on, Afhe was tempted in every wa
means Christ understands and empathiziits BEVERY temptation, yet He defeated them
al. The focus isnot really even our sin, but
Evil is cunning and persuasive with an arrow aimed at the weak spot in your
armo® sience. The fear of shame, embarrassm@rassment, or loss of status keeps us

quiet. We begin to beleve the whisper in our ear that we should not talk about the dark
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corners and the collection of dirt building up behind the door. Society convinces us that if
we, as men, express our guts, thenhave somehow lost the right to be a man.

So we sit in our offices, lead our families, and interact with society with a bright,
shiny face, all the whie with our brooms propped against the wall, just in front of our
pile of dirt. As we sit in our easyhair in front of the late news, we shake our heads, and
make quiet comments about the men whose mistakes are plastered across our screen. We
take jabs and criticize their lack of sedintrol, if for no other reason than to keep our
own dirt out of the spiight. When the reality is often that the only difference between
them and us is they got caught. They got exposed.

GodMen is a culture that not only embraces the freedom for men to shine a light
into the dark cornedsit is expected. We must be able toeapthe lid and speak about
those things that evil has convinced us should be kept quiet. Paul writes to us in Romans
that confession from the mouth is the beginning to freedom in Christ (Romanrd()0:9
It i snot a coincidenc g mishyawas buil erbund osdrbal Chr i
confessions of sin and expressing forgiveness to one another with the goal of keeping our
journey pure and honest.

GodMenbdbs goal is to create an envir onmg
your dirt and debris, @hspeak about unspeakable things. After all, we are men. We can
handle this. At all times, your confessions, your revealings, and the things you share, are
done in an environment of respect and privacy.

Every word shared among your Tribe should be dsafbether your local Tribe
meeting, a GodMen Nation meeting, or any band of brothers gathering for growth. As a
ma n, you must vow to honor every manobs t
walls of the Tribe. | f y o u cyamdestnuggles ohyouma n t
brothers, you should question your readiness to be a part of the GodMen Nation.

Why does GodMen place such high value on confessing those hidden things in
your lfe that seem insignificant? The writer of Ecclesiastes explainshexbet reason:

AFor God will bri ng indwdiegreyery ticdendhingymetheritig u d g me

good or evil .o
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ltds time for us as men to <clean up the
place where you can r evV elknbwingthaha lorather stendsn ke pt
arm in arm with you in your struggle is a step toward being honest and clean in the sight
of God.
We believe learning to confess is not a sharing of weaknesses, as much as it is being
courageous to expose our dirt so it éendestroyed. Confessing our sin takes guts. Being
teachable among our brothers takes real courage.

Enter the Tribe of GodMen with a wilingness to share your struggle, knowing
that your brothers are standing side by side to pul you up when you falladouot

alone.

TRIBAL TENET- 6

Any personal revealing shared with the Tribe,
must stay within the Tribe.
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TRIBAL TENET- 1

We completely reject legalism as

Christian behavior, thus we vow

to leave all denominational and
personal tradition at the door.

en are born with an inherent need to tinker, tweak, and modify almost

anything. lt's said that Ainecessity

does necessity realy begin and at what point does it end? The answer is
quite simple. As dng as man is unsatisfied, the tireless pursuit to mess with stuff just
doesn't seem to end. It's only when we are satisfied, that our need to tinker, tweak, and
modify fades away.

When mankind became separated from God as recorded in Genesis, we moved
from a place of contentment and satisfaction to a place of searching, looking, and
inventing. That uncomfortable feeling that most of us have felt at some point in our life
can't be cured with a new job, a new car, a new wife, or more toys. It's a yeariimg fo
satisfaction only found in God's presence.

connecting with God based on our own ideas and viewpoints. Over the centuries, religion
has morphed, divided, and emerged oved aver again. Communites formed and
bonded based on preference, style of worship, culture, and simiar interpretations of
God's word. Religion and subdivisions of believers into denominations are not inherently
wrong, as it has fostered the growth of ynanmen, women, and chidren into an excellent

relationship with Christ. However, when the ritual, ceremony, or religion takes the place
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of emphasis over the basic truth of God's message, we end up with nothing more than a
social club that is fond of the ideof God.

When reading and learning from the ministry of Christ Jesus, we see a strong,
determined, singidocused man that had very little interest in ritual for the sake of ritual.
Prior to the arrival of the Messiah, the leaders of the Jewish nationinkaded with
God's laws and changed them into a mechanical set of rituals used to judge others to the
point of death. Christ stepped in to bring mankind back to God's presence. He taught His
disciples to find an authentic faith in God that dealt with thetive rather than the
motions. The mission of Christ was and is to offer us a pathway back to the presence of
God in our midst. There is no gain in the eyes of God for men to follow traditions and

rituals for the sake of checking them off a weekly list.

{Jesus} replied, il saiah was right when h¢g
written: A6These pe o puttbeir thearts are farfinen me.iTheh t h e i
worship me in vain; their teachinhgs are msg

commands of God and are holding on to huma
have a fine way of setting aside the commands of God in order to opsanavn
traditions! For Moses saiadnd,d HoAnoyro nyeo uwh of 4
therfat her or mot her Butyousapthaieanyone declares thdtevlaat h . 6
might have been used to help their father or motheris Corban (that is, devoted & God)

then you no longer let them do anything for their father or mother. Thus ydiy i

word of God by your tradition that you have handed down. And you do many things like
that . o Again Jesus called the crowd to hin
understand this. Nothing outside a person can defile them by going into theer, Rath

i's what comes out of odMakgé&isson t hat defil es

Christ Jesus came to establish the one true universal Church to which every single
believer joins when we accept Christ as our King. When entering the doors of the
GodMen Tribe, we haveto learn to lay down our notions and ideas of long held religion
and ritual. The Tribe is where you meet your brothers in the center of faith and unity of

the universal Church without the need for debate over style or form.
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GodMen isn't concerned with howour worship and gathering done; rather
we're deeply concerned with how you find your connection with God, the Creator of the
universe. To be a part of the GodMen Nation, you must agree to lay aside your traditions,
your notions, your fears, your skesm, and your narrow interpretations of God's Holy
Word. You must find a way to let go of those things that seem to threaten your beliefs
t hat are only founded in the way that At
GodMen Nation, you must fully aept your brothers into the Tribe, regardless of their
style of worship and those things that can divide us.

In the early days of Christianity, when Jesus Christ was teaching His disciples,
there was no New Testament to follow, in fact, it had not bedtenviat the time of His
ministry. Jesus Chrisis the New Testament. We read the Bible, the red letters and all,
and somehow limit Jesus Christ and His teaching strictly to those words. We cannot limit
a limitess God. But look deeper into the goal of pherable and the sermd@nsie's
teaching us how to live as a man focused on God alone and how we can love others, not
how to be a better follower of religion.

As a man, you expect clear, concise instruction on how to live your life, but Christ
Jesus left it wde open for you to experience life under His instruction. There is no place
in Christian brotherhood to judge another man for stepping out and lving a life of faith
that sounds different from your style. In the same way, your faith wil look differemt fr
the faith of others. The GodMen Nation requires that you leave your viewpoints,
trappings, and mamade religion at the door.

GodMen does not place Almighty God into a -pefined box and expect every
man to conform. God is without boundaries and itldss in the ways He chooses to
reach into every man's heart. GodMen isn't a denomination, it's a gathering of God's
faithful men who are part of the one and only body of Christ Jesus that He calls His
Church.

Our differences are what make us strongemas. Rather than condemn another
man for his approach to God, celebrate the difference and learn something from him. In
the same way, feel free to express your faith in ways that have brought you this far, but

don't shove it down another man's throat. Resghe forum.
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Just as a body, though one, has many parts, but all its many parts form one body, so it is
with Christ. For we were all baptized bgie Spirit so as to form one b@whether Jews

or Gentiles, slave or fréeand we were all given the one fpio drink. Even so the body

i's not made up of one part but of many. NQO
hand, |l do not belong to the body, o0 it wou
body. And if the ear tshoulkgesay, dioBaoaudel
it would not for that reason stop being part of the body. If the whole body were an eye,

where would the sense of hearing be? If the whole body were an ear, where would the

sense of smell be? But in fact God has gdhthe parts in the body, every one of them,

just as he wanted them to be. If they were all one part, where would the body be? As it is,

there are many parts, but one bodyl Corinthians 12:1220

When we commit to the GodMen Nation, we agree not to jaohgeher man for
the way he worships, and we agree not to put our rituals, our religion, our legal view of
faith into the arena for debate. It's hard enough to be a man of faith in the world we lve
in, the last thing we need are 600 new rules we havelldavfto feel ke we're getting it
Aright. 0o GodMen is focused on the unchangi
out and embrace our brothers for whom we would sacrifice our own comfort.

The GodMen Nation meets you where you are and expectsoyaueét your
GodMen brothers on the level ground at the cross where true, authentic, and attainable
faith lives. We must find satisfaction in our common belief of the unfaiing love of God
and the freedom of life inside of Christ.

TRIBAL TENET- 7

We completely reject legalism as Christian
behavior, thus we vow to leave all denominational
and personal tradition at the door.
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THE SHIELD

ou receive as much maturity in
to give. Your competence as a soldier and éfender is created by the
numer ous battles youdoll face
unfortunately, it seems humans grow more from pain than pleasure. Experience
in the hard things, such as pain, suffering, discomfort, forces you to grow, change,
adapt, and mature. This is the cost, but also the rich benefit, of being a warrior in
the tribe. Are you man enough?
Another spiritual insight that will help you grow and mature in your faith

is the realization that Jesus is far more powerful and rugged than many men have

been |l ed to believe. Most of us grew up wi

you can learn from Paul Coughlin, best-selling Author of fiNo More Christian Nice

Guyoand friend of GodMen,say s Paul i J e pawerfumbtarsmahya r mor e

sermons and most Sunday school pictures desribe Him. One of the

underreported reasons why men wal k away fr

really trust Jesus because we donodot really

with enough strength to save us from our p
GodMen recognizes that men are inspired, driven, and motivated in a

uniquely created way. We were wired at creation to embracethese types of

principles:

1) Menneed to fight in a war thatdés |l arger t

2) Men need weapons.

3) Men need to be trained in how to use their weapons.

4) Men reed to emulate the real toutginder Jesus of the Bible.

55\Men need to be given permission to say, f
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Based on this premise, we established four main areas that we believe God purposed men
to courageously defentiroughout their lives as GodMen. These are sgied in this
shield below.

This shield that we offer at the conclusion

of each GodMen tribal celebration

reminds us of our daily battle.

k!

GodMen knows that sgimal journeys are

FAITH

frustrating, especially
X
FANHL{ | experience tangble progress. We are
C_{' A_EQXC.TER always quick to condemn ourselves for

CULTU RE the areas of our life we know we struggle

or fail at, but we need toeequally
energized and inspired by the spiritual

growth and accomplishments we do

achieve.

GodMen donoét mind the pain, as |l ong 4

As seen in the martial arts and military ranks, mehonly needgauges along the way to
show usprogress, butve also needthe option of achieving higher ranks an indication
of our dedication to the tribe and the God we serve.

Instead of putting together anotherifikt he bl anks mends curri
decided to simplify the GodMen approachristianity is an organic and individualized
experience. GodMen acknowledges that men are at different places in the journey and
thus should personalize their own way to grow. Some men struggle in areas where others
donodt , So a c o arklworkscwelt t er approach r

These tangble goals and accomplshments alow each man to grow at his own
pace, in his own time. This is a system that helps them achieve one level and prepare for
the next. I tds important to feml saé vdthiadna
we are just giving ourselvespiritually driven goals to achieve so as to proactively look at

ourselves and see progress.
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TRAINING THE WARRIOR

his is how the shield works, and donoét

diagramof theshield,y o u 6 | | noti cedthdhfaut areaeof have de

spiritual defense we have been caled to battle over. Each section has seven
i ndividual Amoments of courageo that you W
guardian wil report to each other on the success or faiure of each mofrewurage.
Before entering into the moment of courage you can inform your guardian so they can
pray for you at the appointed time. This way, depending on how difficult this moment
wil be for you, at least you know your guardian has your back. Whenmgetweekly,
discuss theact of courageand if you both agree it was a succasark that section off as
a successful momenCOMPLETE Once all seven sections are marked off in an area
you have completed your rank for that area.

Once all sevesections for all four areas have been completed, you have a

complete circle and have reached firgt Tribal level. At that timeyou bring your shield

back to ay GodMen event in order to be markad an accomplished battle in yoge. li

THE FIRST MISSION

Y our first mission is to ask your guardian, if he would be interested in
continuing this journey with you for a while. Your guardian can change over time
as circumstances dictate but you are starting a focused commitment to become
different and more effective than you have been before and so, once you have a
guardian you choose a time and day of the week to meet on a regular basis and
t hené GET STARTED. Once you have your guard
established, you have completed not only your first mission in character, but
probably one of the most important of all your missions. Itis what you are going
to learn from this weekly encounter that will empower you to accomplish all the
other missions in your life. Youdl have a chance to check this relationship later in

the journey.
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t the top of the shield is our first defense which is faith. Once you
become a believer you have joined our tribe and thus are obligated to
defend it. Not just for our sake, but for yours and that of your family.

Jesus was once toldthat his mother and brothers were outside trying to

reach him. He ignhye nmostahiedr 2 Wilhoo ar e my br ot h
stretched his hands t owHeredgsyrhotheramdimgci pl es
brothers! Whoever does the will of my father in heaven, they are my brother,
sister and mother!o

Jesus said that fellow believers are your new family and should be treated
as such. That includes the annoying grandmother and the weird uncle. Sure there
are oddballs in our tribe, but every group has its oddballs. So me t i mga! i t 6 s
The great thing about the Body of Christ is that it should be a place for people
who are hurting and sick. And the tough thing about being the Body of Christ is
that 1 tds full of hurting and sick people.
Once yau become a follower of Jesus your spirit is reconnected to the one who
made you. Not only do you have forgiveness of sins and a promise of eternal life
in the presence of your heavenly Father, but you have also beempromised an
internal guide, the Holy Spir i t , t o help train you to hear

of sin in your life and steer you into ways to begin training your body and mind

toward Godobés best for you.
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